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illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: . . . of a finger, and could only very feebly make acknowledgment of
encouraging and endearing words. | certainly did not think that any good could come of sending at once, as of
course we did, for the nearest vet. In response to the summons there presently arrived an old unkempt
dishevelled man seemingly somewhat cracked, and seemingly also somewhat gone in liquor. But his art had
become a second nature, and he clearly knew all that a man may know about cats. He had a HEREDITY 83 very
pleasant voice, and Toots perked up a very little at hearing it. Then he proceeded secundum artem to stroke the
cat, which far from resisting, actually purred in a weak way. Then this excellent practitioner proceeded to
bandage up the now unresisting Toots comfortably, persuaded him to take a mouthful of milk and so left him.
He seemed to have the belief held by many people that animals--or at least domestic animals--understand
human speech; for it was not till we were out of Tootss hearing that he said he could not yet tell if any, and if so,
how many bones were broken or badly bruised, but he had every confidence that he would pull the cat
through. Shortly after his first visit we happened to meet the lady who had given Toots to us. Of course we told
her what had happened, and she explained all that had seemed mysterious. Tootss mother had been seen to...
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