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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 edition. Excerpt: .the archduke continued in his devotions for another rapt five
minutes. Then he slowly rose, his face pale and twitching. My salute he answered by a motion bidding me to
approach. The emperor has just sent me word that war was declared on Russia two hours ago, he said gravely
and in a low tense voice. And your imperial highness has just said a prayer for the success of the Austro-
Hungarian arms? I ventured to remark. The archduke shook his head. No, not that, he then murmured, as
though to himself. I have prayed to God for peace. I fear it will be an awful war, a long war--weary months,
perhaps years. Years? I said. Yes, years--I am afraid so--years. And with that he dismissed me. Years, he had
said, years. I think he was about the only one in Vienna whose ideas grasped the fearful situation. For during the
first burst of war fever nobody I heard anywhere calculated the war to last longer than a few months. That, too,
seemed to be the general impression in all the belligerent countries. Another eminently wholesome and well-
meaning member of the imperial house is Archduke Frederick, who by reason of the physical incapacity and
advanced age of the emperor was appointed, at the very outset of the war, acting commander-in-chief of all
the armed forces of Austria-Hungary. Greatly liked and esteemed throughout the monarchy for his sterling
character, his equable and cheerful disposition, his admitted...
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