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who have made this subject a special study. The law is peculiar to Dutchess County but the conditions which it
seeks to remedy are not peculiar to this locality. Dutchess County, from its geographical formation and the
character of its inhabitants, is a typical New York State county, presenting within its boundaries those social
problems which exist to a greater or less degree in other parts of the State. There are two cities within the
county with their factories and other industries; small towns along the river with their floating, foreign
population; prosperous farming sections; large estates; and backwoods regions where the condition of the
people suggests that of the Kentucky mountaineer. Dutchess County is a New York State in miniature. Neither is
this work being done in Dutchess County unique, as work along parallel lines is being carried on in many
counties of New York State, but the machinery used in Dutchess County is an experiment, and it is of this that |
wish to speak. Under this law, a public board was created, supported by a public fund, consisting of ten
members, the county superintendent of the poor, chairman of the board of supervisors, two members of the
board of supervisors, and six other members appointed jointly by the county judge and county superintendent
of the poor, to serve terms running from one to three years. After this law went into effect...
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